[image: image1.jpg]‘\ /:
PLANET CANOER






 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:



Contact: Courtney Clark










    512-452-9010










    Courtney@planetcancer.org
Young Adults Battling Cancer Find 

New Austin Social Network

Planet Cancer And Young Texans Against Cancer 
Launch Program to Connect Local Young Adults with Cancer 

AUSTIN (February 19, 2008) – Planet Cancer, a community of young adults with cancer, and Young Texans Against Cancer (YTAC), an Austin-based group of young professionals touched by cancer, have teamed up to provide social networking and support opportunities for Austin’s own young adult cancer community.

Through a generous grant from YTAC, Planet Cancer is launching an interactive online component to bring together young adults to discuss their cancer journeys and make relationships with those going through similar experiences.  Later this spring, the project will expand to include monthly social activities bringing these young people with cancer together at locations across the city.

“Until now, there has been very little in the way of local support for Austin young adults with cancer,” said Planet Cancer founder Heidi Adams.  “We knew this was something we needed to do, because Austin is a college town, and we have so many great cancer organizations located here.  The community of young adults needing support is definitely here in Austin, and now we’ll be able to provide a place for them to meet their peers and share the unique experience of having cancer as a young adult.  We’re grateful to YTAC for sharing our goals and making this new support opportunity a reality here in Austin.”

"Donating the funds raised in our first year to Planet Cancer is a great way for YTAC to start giving back to the local community," said Holly Deshields, president of YTAC's Austin chapter.  "Planet Cancer is the perfect organization for us to partner with because they provide support for the same demographics that make up our membership.  This young adult network is going to be the first of its kind and we are excited that YTAC gets to make it a reality here in our own backyard." 
Planet Cancer was founded in 2000 to provide online and face-to-face support for cancer patients and survivors in their 20’s and 30’s, a “lost generation” of those with cancer.  The community also gives young adults a powerful voice in raising awareness in the medical and public arenas for this underserved population.  Young Texans Against Cancer was founded in Houston in 2001, and the local Austin chapter has been active since the beginning of 2007.

For more information on Planet Cancer, email contactus@planetcancer.org or call 512.452.9010.  For information on Young Texans Against Cancer, email member-austin@ytac.org. 
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